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Comparative-Historical Sociology Mini-Conference 2025 

Opening Plenary: Remaking Modernity at 20

Putting the ‘Political’ In 
Political Economy
Discussant: Yueran Zhang - University of CHicago

Historical Regimes of Labor & 
Population Control 

DEVIN WIGGS & YOUBIN KANG 
“Financialized Fiscal Politics: New York State Public-
Sector Pensions and the Transit Workers’ Union”

EYLEM TAYLAN
“The Uneven Neoliberalization of Communist 
Dispositions: The Radical Left Resurgence in the Age 
of Austerity”

CONRAD JACOBER
“Much Ado about Regulation Q: Citibank, the Gray 
Panthers, and the Unravelling of the New Deal 
Financial Order”

QIN HUANG
“Legacies of Liberalism: Political Agency and the 
Making of Regional Economies in China”

Discussant: Anna Skarpelis - CUNY Queens College

JINGTING LIANG
“A Tale of Two Systems: Food-delivery Platform 
Architecture in China and the US”

HYUNKU KWON
“Black Troops and the Return of King Cotton in the 
Postbellum US South, 1865-1880”

YEON-HWA LEE
“Population for Civilization: The Aspiration for 
Whiteness in (Post)colonial Korea”

LUISA FARAH SCHWARTZMAN
“Beyond “race” and “modernity”: technologies, 
practices and categories of difference-making at the 
beginning of the Atlantic slave trade”

ROom 1 |11 am- 12:30 pm ROom 3 |11 am- 12:30 pm 

Julia Adams - Elisabeth S. Clemens - Ann Shola Orloff 

ROom 1 |9:30 am - 10:45 pm

Moderators: Cedric De Leon & Jonah Stuart Brundage

AUGUST 7 - UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, CHICAGO - LECTURE CENTER F
REGISTRATION & COFFEE - 9 AM

Lunch: 12:30 pm - 1:15 PM



Infrastructural, Ecological, and 
Urban Terrains of Struggle
Discussant: Ben Bradlow - Princeton University

ARCHANA RAMANUJAM
“Between capital and subject? Negotiating 
environmental policy under Dutch colonialism in 
Curaçao, 1915 – 1938”

LIZA WEINSTEIN
“Comparative Genealogies: Cumulative Logics of 
India’s World Class City Evictions”

SELEN GÜLER 
“Building State Power from Below: Taxation and 
Subnational State Formation”

JULIÁN GÓMEZ-DELGADO
“The Rise of the Creditor State: Public Banking 
and Debt in Colombia’s Developmental Journey, 
1930s-1980s”

ROom 1 | 1:15 am - 2:45 pm 

theorizing the Antinomies of 
Liberation Movements
Discussant: Swati Birla - SUNY New Platz

MARCEL PARET & ZACHARY LEVENSON
“Communists and Black Liberation Movements: 
Divergent Trajectories in the United States and South 
Africa, 1939–1969”

AUSTIN H. VO
“Varieties of Decolonization: How Alliances Enabled 
and Constrained Anticolonial Strategy in Vietnam and 
Senegal”

SIMEON J. NEWMAN
“Capitalism + Democracy + Socialist Reforms = 
Dictatorship”

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN
Democracy without Hegemony? Thoughts on Class 
Formation and Party Politics in the Aftermath of the 
Bangladesh’s Monsoon Uprising

ROom 3 |1:15 am - 2:45 pm

Limits of Modernity Revisited
Discussant: Veda Kim - Ohio Wesleyan University

ISAAC REED 
“Action and Hierarchy in Historical Sociology”

FRANCO BARCHIESI 
“Of Waves and Tides: The Challenge of Blackness to 
Historical Sociology”

JAE KYUN KIM
“Antiblackness as Modernity’s Historical A Priori: The 
Binary That Generates”

MUHAMMAD AMASHA
“Historicizing Remaking Modernity: What Modernist 
Historical Sociology Misses and How to Fix It”

ROom 1| 3 Pm - 4:30 pm 

Rethinking Historical Processes
Discussant: Tad Skotnicki  - UNC Greensboro

JACK JIN GARY LEE 
“Towards “the Presence of the Now:” Historical 
Ethnography and the Macro-Phenomenology of a 
Changing Empire”

JEN TRIPLETT
“On War Footing: Threat Assessments and Could-Be 
Crises in the 1961 Bay of Pigs Invasion”

ABIGAIL MOORE
“Perpetuation as Performative Power: Pragmatist 
Approaches to Durability and Subtle Change”

HILLARY ANGELO
“Climate Change as Macro-Social Change”

ROom 3 | 3 Pm - 4:30 pm 

Closing Plenary: Global modernities
Maryam Alemzadeh - Zophia Edwards - Minwoo Jung- katrina quisumbing king

ROom 1 |4:45 Pm - 6 pm 

Moderator: Karolina Koziura

Social Event: after 6pm at Tufano’s Tap (Cash, Checks, & Venmo only) 


